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In the years around the First
World War, the New York Central
System dispatched some sixteen
trains a day from Chicago to Up-
state New York points, en route to
New York or Boston. The most dis-
tinguished of these, the Twentieth
Century Limited, was oriented al-
most exclusively toward end-point
traffic, making only a few grudg-
ing conditional stops in the Up-
state cities; but the rest were
quite content to take on business
in the likes of Syracuse and Roch-
ester, and some served smaller
towns as well. In the summer of
1916, a passenger bound from Chi-
cago to Little Falls might, for
example, have boarded a Pullman
on No. 42, the Boston Express, at
Chicago's Central Station in time
for a 12:05 a.m. departure, and
would, after a leisurely journey
on the Michigan Central and the NYC
proper, have been deposited on the
station platform at Little Falls
at 10:50 the next evening, shoes
shined, coat brushed, and bulging
with the provender of a (somewhat
secondary) Central diner.

That was doing it the easy way.

But, from 1910 (with the completion
of the Winona Interurban) to 1922
(the abandonment of the Cleveland &
Erie), the traveller with a taste
for adventure and three and a half
days to spare had another option.
He could have made the journey from
Chicago to Little Falls by inter-
urban electric railway. Or rather,
to be strictly accurate, by sixteen
interurbans, with a change of cars
(and attendant risk of missed con-
nections) at fifteen points. (Act-
ually, the trip could have started
far north of Chicago, at Elkhart
Lake, Wisconsin.) Through ticket-
ing for the journey would have

UPSTATE

NEW YORK

2%

BY INTERURBAN

been impossible, but all of the
companies between Chicago and Ash-
tabula would have honored Central
Electric Railway Association mileage
coupons. Accommodations would have
been no-frills green plush coach

for most of the stages, but some of the
roads did offer parlor service at
various periods.

It may be asked whether anyone act-
ually made this journey. No doubt
a few did undertake this or some
similar trolley odyssey; but this
must have been limited to traction
buffs rather than ordinary travel-
lers. In 1910, an Oneida Railway
car chartered by a group of Utica
businessmen made a round trip to
Louisville, Kentucky; but, for all
practical passenger traffic purposes,
the Chicago-area, Indiana-Ohio, and
Upstate New York interurban networks
might as well have been on separate
planets.

In the following pages, we trace a
hypothetical journey from Chicago
to Little Falls by interurban. It
has been impossible to assemble a
set of schedules in effect at the
same time (and, indeed, fourteen
miles of the trip is unrepresented
by any timetable). However, this
problem has been minimized by rely-
ing as much as possible on two
regional interurban guides: CERA's
Electric Railways Official Time-
tables in Indiana, Michigan, Ohio,
Kentucky for March 1917, and Of-
ficial Electric Railway Guide,

New York State for November 1912.
Of the individual-road timetables
needed to fill in the lacunae in
these two publications, only the
1933 International Railway issue
is seriously out-of-period. Over-
all rumning times, if not specific
arrival and departure times, tend-
ed to remain consistent over a
period of many years.




(TINERARY FOR OUR TRACTION TREK

STATION TIME ROAD
1w. Chicago 7:45 am Mon. CLS&SB
Ar. South Bend 10:50 am "
Lv. South Bend 11:00 am " CSB&NT b
Ar. Goshen 12:25 pm "
Lv. Goshen 12:35 pm " Winona M
Ar. Peru 3:00 pm "
Lv. Peru 3:22 pm " FtWRNI 1
Ar. Ft. Wayne 5:35 pm "
Lv. Ft. Wayne 8:05 pm " Ohio Elec. i
Ar. Lima 10:30 pm "
Ly. Lima 9:20 am Tue. Ohio Elec. "
Ar. Toledo 11:35 am "
Lv. Toledo 1:30 pm " Lake Shore n
Ar. Cleveland 5:50 pm "
Lv. Cleveland 7 pm " CP&E-CP&A  CPRE-CP&A 9/16/20
Ar. Ashtabula 10:20 pm "
Lv. Ashtabula SEE Wed. P&O SEE NOTE
Ar. Conneaut NOTE
Lv. Conneaut 10:35 am " C&E Cc & E 3/17/12
Ar. Erie 12:25 pm "
Lv. Erie 1:05 pm " B&LE NY State Electric Railway
Ar. Buffalo 5:45 pm " Guide, 11/12
Lv. Buffalo 6:10 pm " Internat'l International Ry., 6/20/33
Ar. Lockport 7:20 pm "
Lv. Lockport 8:30 pm " BL&R NY State Electric Railway
Ar. Rochester 10:48 pm " Guide, 11/12
ILv. Rochester 6:00 am Thu. RS &E "
Ar., Syracuse 9:27 am "
Lv. Syracuse 9:35 am " Oneida L
Ar. Utica 11:34 am "
Lv. Utica 12:00 n'n " U&MYV It

Ar. Little Falls 1:00 pm "

NOTE: The Pennsylvania & Ohio is not represented in the author's collection,
or in any guide known toO the author. Presumably this company scheduled an
early-morning departure from Ashtabula which connected with Cleveland & Erie's
mid-morning car from Conneaut.




General Offices, Michigan City, Indians.

B.R. Avxxanose

8. H. Totuzs, Vice President, Cleveland, Obio. e o
Traflc M-Iﬂlw. . Grar,
Traveling Freight and Passenger Agent.

H. G. Farrnonx,
Geo. W.Daurox,

SOUTH BEND TO CHICAGO—Waest Bound

C. N. Wncoxon, President and General Mansger.

F. Paxren, Auditor.

W. E. Rovsrox, Superintendent of Power and Equipment.

Daily Except Sunday Trains

THE CHICAGO, LAKE SHORE & SOUTH BEND RAILWAY COMPANY
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and Pullman behind

t a connection with the

's) own trackage began a

was actually beh
, 14 miles south of downtown Chicago.
s suburban service in 1926, the inter-

urban's cars were hauled between Randolph Street
IC's suburban tank locomotives.

The first stage of the interurban marathon

CLS&SB's (later CSS&SB

Prior to electrification of IC'

I1linois Central at Pullman




THE CHICAGO, LAKE SHORE & SOUTH BEND RAILWAY COMPANY—Concluded
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The second segment, South Bend to Goshen, was over the rails of the
Chicago, South Bend & Northern Indiana Railway. Since one of the
Northern Indiana's three lines paralleled the CLS&SB between Michigan
City and South Bend, it would aiso have been possible to have changed

carriers at Michigan City.




Nerth Bound

J. B. Srenoemace, G. F. & P. A, Warsaw, Ind.

WARSAW, PERU AND INDIANAFOLIS

H. 0. Wewsz, Auditor.

J. C. Scaane, Gen. Mgr. and Prrchasing Agent, Warssw, Ind.

THE WINONA INTERURBAN RAILWAY COMPANY
ST. JOSEPH, MICHIGAN CITY, SOUTH BEND, GOSHEN

C. J. Muwnron, Receiver, Kendallville, Ind.

South Bound

T “ mmmmﬁﬂw ERHECE | ZREnTssEsss
FI: H _ s [
mmw MM.M w.__ mmﬁm :
Bl g5 |Fea: 1| Emess e
3 S8 8 T E|.Z mes S
ig | 784 |54 i ggzes i
il | se” |9 §LE F
.mww m m.lv_. C .a% z mmmed | cusucu ._..I..._.m
i f m g > _ 1T
E Wo o < mrnzeasssso .
3 of . g
= o 35 !
w.n._ . m m ..m. rd mw. mgnuﬂn.nomlmnumn:w m .‘M
= EEeEISENas) H
® REEGIR 38500 g ol E8sacsnns ennanrosase onf;
Heeamein R T R e
garsnEs (FeEEal | i 2§ i3 i IR S R i
Saesrre aedesi ATMANRRE o g ok Mm.wm Ty 2}-358ma0 i
TR | ez |25 AR
! e az O j
HEE sfiEite: ol SR 958, |gut fi3gsbelis SEETuRE 5
mrm 4 a G-mmlmwmw..n a8 |8 .m.u.m ot m anm .%W ,nw 5 J o z 7
20 12 2 MM ._m L $ _— s g ELaRE z w g
T WL | g9a8 | Zud 1] e Bl s p
sl CANRNECH EIK mmm momm .DN.\.msm wmmmumummmwlﬂ:ﬂa. m
..M...H..Ww,a .E._-e_._a,__.:w“.u.l_.”—nu! 091N MMdm tmm‘m Emm& Hw..m RHI.LW Silmmmmmmm
[ ]T] Cm Cibdebdidd Ll L B | Hfm ) mmm £ 2n838] lmmmﬁz.ummmmﬁm
Bl kttibs e R i m g mw B e i it e
X - SN I chromat s e’ e [mmmnns | 0o FEesiggaessessand
v ey v L | §E22 | Oy [memmmmir e ST,
5 | =282 |Zg | §°5585835 ey [ ln g il
- mm .mt S m &ma. o [o22920x | naime mm 17 m
Lk Rk i ke :
e | SxSF [Hks HE :
Sgdg Md @ NMR umWﬂ -
| gEEe M < 1S maagsan
2052 £ i v | v~ewwomowcl |
EFEL HE4d m Ao.,mm {53 3|8 &5 gmﬂm
18 | Sai: (B } 5 EeE g
AL iz dE R
el B 5 e e
d @ E= | 8F&s E=SECEEE I
,m‘m i ot * _ v _ W _ _ i




UNION CITY—DAYTON—SPRINGFIELD—COLUMBUS—NEWARK—ZANESVILLE

OHIO ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY—Concluded.

Local Trains

Following

W. 0. Hy. trains for Wapnkonets, Sidney, Piqua, Findlay and intermediate pointa
® 7 Sewing far Troy.

+Daily except Bunday.

Connsctions—At Lima with
At Springfield with 3. T. Ry. &

*Daily.
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the breakup of Ohio Electric in 1921, these two segments operated
independently as the Ft. Wayne, Van Wert & Lima and the Lima &

Toledo, respectiwv

The huge but weak Ohio Electric accounts for two stages of our

600-volt oddysey, Ft. Wayne-Lima and Lima-Toledo.
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As an alternative to our chosen routing via Toledo, it would

have been possible to have left Lima at 3:00 a.m. on a through
car to Cleveland via the Western Ohio; Toledo, Fostoria & Findlay;
and Lake Shore Electric, via Findlay and Fremont. This would
have permitted a midday arrival in Cleveland.



The Cleveland
Painesville & Eastern
Railroad Co.

The Cleveland
Painesville & Ashtabula
Railroad Co..

TIME TABLE

IN EFFECT SEPT. 16, 1920

Subject to change without notice

(1L EVELAND
FYAINESVILLE
Pt.-\s TERN

Showing Time of Limited Trains
Local, Express and Baggage

W, H. DOUGLAS JOHN HARPER
Vice Pres, & Gen, Mow. BUrT TRANSPORTATION

Twe Wane & Swaw CO,, Printens, OLEvELANS

Timetable covers for two of the

next three stages are shown here.

Cleveland, Painesville & Eastern
and its Siamese twin, the Cleve-
land, Painesville & Ashtabula,
operated between Cleveland and
Ashtabula, Ohio. The schedule
portion of this 1920 folder is
reproduced on page 12,

The next 14 miles, between Ashtabula
and Conneaut, were operated by the
Pennsylvania & Ohio Electric Railway,
which is not represented in the
author's collection. This company
was abandoned in 1924.

Between 1903 and 1922, the Cleveland
& Erie Railway (Comneaut & Erie until
1909) was part of the chain of inter—
urbans along the south shore of Lake
Erie. The timetable cover below
boasts of "first class service," but
Hilton and Due have a different
story, going so far as to state

that this company was "notorious

for the poor quality of its service."

SCHEDULE No. 5.

OLEVELAND & ERIE
RAILWAY  CO.

IN EFFECT MARCH 17th, 1912.
Subject to change without notice.

EASTERN TIME

—————

First Class Service between:
Erie
Fairview,
Girard,
North Girard,
East Springfield,
West Springfield,
Conneaut,
and all Local Points.

sy

——

General Office, ELK PARK, PA.
Post Office Address, GIRARD, PA,

R. W. PALMER, Mer.
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KEY TO INTERURBAN LINES

Chicago, Lake Shore & South Bend Railway
Chicago, South Bend & Northern Indiana Railway
Winona Interurban Railway

Fort Wayne & Northern Indiana Traction Company
Ohio Electric Railway

Lake Shore Electric Railway

Cleveland, Painesville & Eastern Railroad
Cleveland, Painesville & Ashtabula Railroad
Pennsylvania & Ohio Electric Railway

Cleveland & Erie Railway

Buffalo & Lake Erie Traction Company
International Railway

Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railway

13. Rochester, Syracuse & Eastern Railroad

14. Oneida Railway

15. Utica & Mohawk Valley Railway

dPoupwpp

SRS

\

Sarwizh |

OF

CENTRAL NEW YORK

e 13 Mkee o | Dok

S N, | - -
.......... —
Elcctric Railways under oSt . ... o
Steam Radlroads: . . . . .nnn il g //
NewBarge Camal: . . . ... .o vu. .. — : . K
Eric Canal, whers lscetin differs from New Bargs Canali e E r !
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WEST BOUND
LIMITED TRAINS

ASHTABULA, GENEVA AND PAINESVILLE T® CLEVELAND

LOCAL TRAINS

MAIN LINE
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STATIONS.

. Lafayette

And every 30
minutos until

And overy hooe
until lost car at

==t

s|839573s

Except
Economy

Route

e Square Daily
Hemburgat 6.36 p. m.

eave Lafayett
arriving at
Scenic

Pleasure

B,—Limited Car 1
No Cinders

Sunday at 545 p. m..

€88

N.

Cl

Comfortable Cars

enience

No Dust
14

T4 A m.
Conv

Low Fares
Grape Belt Route en

Comfort
No Smoke

# Daily Except Sunday at

84ia. m.

Service

TRAVEL THE ELECTRIC WAY Via The GRAPE BELT ROUTE

Safety
Service on the

Car leaves Hambur,

Lafayette Square at

Erie Traction Company,

—Limited
Quu
way .

B
Arrives ay

Speed

N,




BUFFALO & ERIE
RAILWAY Co.

Time Table

IN EFFECT FEBRUARY 1, 1925

Frequent Service
Between
BUFFALO BROCTON
ANGOLA PORTLAND
SILVER CREEK WESTFIELD
DUNKIRK NORTH EAST
FREDONIA ERIE

Low
Excursion Rates
to Buffalo
and Erie

This Table shows time trains are scheduled
to depart from the stations named herein,

The Company will not be responsible for
delays or errors in printed schedule.

Subject to change without notice

For Further Information Telephone

Erie
Mutual 24-469 Bell 163

Fredonia
Bell 405 Home 405

Buffalo
Bell-Seneca 1890

OR ANY LOCAL AGENT

Cover of a 1925 timetable of the
Buffalo & Erie, successor to the
Buffalo & Lake Erie.

15

Effective June 20, 1933

International Railway Co.

No. 28

“THE HIGH SPEED LINE”

TIME TABLE
Buffalo-Niagara Falls Division
Buffalo-Lockport Division
Lockport-Niagara Falls Division
and
Lockport-Olcott Division

Time shown is Eastern Standard Time oxcept from
April 30 to September 23, when time shown Is East-
ern Daylight Saving Time, 1 hour faster.

J. E. WILMOT, Passenger Traffic Manager
Walbridge Bldg., 43 Court St, Buffalo, N. Y.
Phone, Cleveland 8500
Nights, Sundays and Holldays, Grant 6300

Somewhat surprisingly, the Inter-
national Railway's schedules are
not included in the 11/12 Official
Electric Railway Guide, New York
State, although connecting lines on
either side are covered. It is not
known whether Buffalo-Lockport
service in this 1933 folder differs
significantly from that offered 15
or 20 years earlier, the period
covered by most of our other sched-
ules.
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BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RAILWAY

! i i ion, Court and Exchan Rochester, and International Rail
Trains start from and terminate at Union Station, nsu‘;:’.'ESTBDUND ¥ Depot, Lockport. !

Bchedule No. 11—Effective Oct. 10, 1912,
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Effective November 1, 1912, ONEIDA RAILWAY-—SYRACUSE TO UTICA EA\STBOUND
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Preceding pages: Schedules for the International Railway in

1933, and the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester and Rochester, Syracuse
& Eastern from the November, 1912 Official Electric Railway Guide,
New York State.

This page: The two most easterly stages in our journey from
Chicago. Oneida Railway connected with the Utica & Mohawk
Valley at the latter's midpoint, at Genesee and Bleeker Streets
in Utica.

Little Falls, New York was the easternmost poiat which could

be reached by interurban from Chicago. Total time for the journey:
about three and one-half days. At prevailing interurban fares

of 13¢-2¢ per mile, the fare would have been on the order of
$20.00.
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Hinie
Normil

Hourly Serwce
Effective June 25 1914

J. W. NUGENT, G.P. A
Cooperstown, N. Y.

SOUTH-BOUND TRAINS—Utics to Oncunta, N. Y.

Effectiva Sey

Train Numbers :‘5 501031 1 ¥ 4aa zvfl A U UL T R At
IZIowy piy Diy| fta
Statlons == axu“ am Dy Dy ?’ nrn' Diy Diy Dty DIy Diy Diy my Dy Diy Diy|
un
Via N, ¥ s:.m‘k*n A'Ii AM .x_ad 5] .iTm AIXS PN “Tt.ssi FSI P_Si F si f' BT ]
Utics : 100 00 00 § ] 3?3 Fiis}
st T |u| 1 s.a 55 TE ...
T a0, . o2 13, 0 e o802
1 A .. 2313 L 420
v [ . 3 13 528 A3 636,
: HETRR T TETEE! TR ST R
” 130, R, 113013, 80 430 480 N.A0
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‘ Slun T8 BAE L 118801 88 488 TOT HaE
TS .o 1300 00400 700 900
o o 50T T, 13.07 L07 5.0 .15 007
5 ider £18 | 1N LI L8 SE 138 9. .
" bt FETRE T T 2 31831 13 0
X TR I X I Loam '3 $3r 188 0
O TR R T 123 | L3 3] T 0.
§ ¥ - TRl ¥ St w1 | I:Tgu TR AT
Sre i s v sk AR 1203 A3 818 13
C9EE T IEe 00 6.8 3, rx 68 564 Wb
LR A Ely T 507 10 . Lo .05 605 BB
.. KB 558 xc; 133 S.08 IO L1 SR SR
+ .70 8108 . Suni 738 | 0.10 1839 » L3 123 6,33 &390
SLI% A18| — 1.8 | 9.38 0033 3 63 038 e
B0 031 7.0 1781 031 3038 {13 438 034 Bl
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ROTE—Traio No. 444 will not run betwsen Hartwick and Ouneonta Sundaye
—Trains No. # and 20 will oot carry baggage.

Condensed Sched

LI' Hartwick (0. & H. No. 1 .08 4. Richileld Springs 7.08 & ., arvive Herkimer 7,06 &, &
Herkimer Mo, Chlumltﬂlu;

L. {0 & H Yo )T HAL W, mcsmnku;u wrrive Ha tlmrn.l'lna L
m Jrﬂ.n Naw \:nrk Lia e

Lr. {0. & H No. ﬂ!lJ! l...ll.hﬁna!-!s 1wy arrive Hortlnm- u 154 x
e v g X
—._...___

IN. ¥. C. No. ann-rrl-pmm:m [N

N, Y. C. ¥o, 1] 10\' nrrive Boaton 4.

Y. C No. M).0038 =

b G

1L Richfeld §
ﬂ.; ﬂ::.nmlm':n?v:r o . Naw

L New Yurkags p
117 noon. arrive Herklimar |18 » x.

ule Berween Cooperstd
Via. Harkimaer. N.

York G40 ¢ 2

01, e arrive mmspnma.au i

Lr. own (0. & H X
. mm&m Lz
nio H. Ko » .. arvive Richfield Springs 7.00 ». u.
O aRea Aoriom T & W o T e Richie v M i

) .
W_ No.RU) @20 4. ., arrive Binghamton 1.60 ».

Via. Ruchileld Sprin
., New York T30 v, u.

Hew York 7.00 4. .

If our traveller hadn't had enough, he could have left the Utica & Mohawk

Valley car a few miles short of Little Falls, at Herkimer.

There he couls

d

have connected with the Otsego & Herkimer for Oneonta, New 3_fork, 55 miles to
the south. This is as far from Chicago as it was ever possible to get by

traction.
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ALBANY SOUTHERNR.R. . . . . . . .. 35.36
AURURN & NORTHERN R. R.
AUBURN & SYRACUSE R.R
BERKSHIRE STREET RAILWAY CO
BUFFALO & LAKE ERIE TRACTION €O. . . 29.30
BUFFALO, LOCKPORT & ROCHESTER RY. €0. 17-18
ELMIRA & SENECA LAKE TRACTION CO.. 33-34
FONDA, JOHNSTOWN & GLOVERSVILLE R.R. 1.4
HUDSON VALLEY RAILWAY . . « . . . . . 5-6
ITHACA & AUBURN SHORT LINE
NEW YORK STATE RAILWAYS
ROCHESTER & EASTERN LINE
ROCHESTER & SODUS BAY LINE. . . .
CHARLOTTE, SEA BREEZE & SUMMERVILLE LINES
ONEIDA RAILWAY
OTSEGO & HERKIMER R.R. . . . . . . .
ROCHESTER, SYRACUSE & EASTERN R.R. .
SCHENECTADY RAILWAY
SYRACUSE, LAKE SHORE & NORTHERN . .
SYRACUSE RAPID TRANSIT RAILWAY . . .
SYRACUSE & SUBURBAN R.R. . . . . . .
TROY & NEW ENGLAND RAILWAY . . . .
UTICA & MOHAWK VALLEY RAILWAY . .
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Betw?en them, these two regional interurban guides covered most of the stages of
the interurban journey from Chicago to Upstate New York. See our feature article

beginning on page 2.




