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Editorial Ramblings

By coincidence, Phil Fukuda submitted a traction article of llinois, which will make two
ssues in a row devoted to llinois. If any of you take offense to two linois articles, feel free to
submit articles on the state of your choice.

For our members who are traction fans, vou might wish to purchase a copy of Tom
Bullard’s Mlinois Rail Transit, A Basic History. The 151 page soft cover book by Tom is a
comprehensive history of transit in Ilinois. Send a check for $10.00 made out to the Chicago
Chapter, Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, 1104 South Oak Park Ave., Oak Park, IL
60304, Some of you may remember Tom Bullard, he purchased the Owen Davies bookstore from
Mrs. Davies and moved it to Oak Park. He died at an early age of 49 in December 1993, He
taught history of the University of lHlinois at Chicago and School of the Art Institute.

STOP PRESN: The 2006 NAOTC Convention will be on Sept. 21, 22, and 23, 2006 at Dunmore,
PA at the Holiday Inn-Scranton East (570-343-4771) which is located off exit No. 1 1-360 South/1-
84 East on Pigue S5t The next NAOTC publication will have a registration form and additional
details. Note that convention is in September,



Electric Railways of the Prairie State
By Phillip Fukuda

The inspiration for this article comes from a book titled Smaller Electric Railways of
flfinois. The Central Electric Railfans’ Association (CERA) covered this topic in their 1955
bulletin. CERA decided that the “big lines™ (North Shore Line; South Shore Line: Chicago,
Aurora & Elgin; and Illinois Terminal) would merit their own books. The rest of the Prairie
State’s traction lines would be lumped into this lone book.

Unlike Indiana and Ohio, linois did not have a large city located in the middle of the state.
Indianapolis, IN had the marvelous Traction Terminal with many electric lines radiating to
different parts of Indiana. Similarly, many Ohio traction lines converged on Columbus. By
contrast, there were a number of interurbans in the northeastern corner of the state (greater
Chicagoland) and the big Winois Traction/Terminal system downstate. [llinois had many small
isolated lines and in fact, there was no connection between € Jhicago and the Minois Traction
System (though the TS had plans to build a con necting line for many years,

Investors and speculators fueled the great interurban-building boom in the first decade of
the twentieth century. With some start up capital, many interubans got running with only a few
miles of track., and although most had plans to connect larger towns, various financial panics and
problems generally put an end to any further building. In retrospect, these lines should have
never been buili. Ouiside of the four big interurbans (CA&E, CNS&M, CSS&SD and IT), the
smaller electric lines disappeared before World War 11,

Your author grew up in IMinois and retains a fascination with the electric railways of that
state. 1 will cover many of these smaller roads, starting with the northern part of Illinois (a couple
of these railroads crossed into Wiscon sin) and proceed southward (a couple of smaller interurbans
spanned the Mississippi River and reached St. Louis, MO,)

SOURCES

Central Electric Railfans Association, Map No. 1, Chicago 1939,

Central Electric Railfans Association, The Smaller Electric Railways of inoeis,
Chicago, 1955,

Hilton, George W. and John F. Due. The Electric Interurban Railways in America,
Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA, 1960,

Peffers, Hopkins Stolp, Aurora-Elgin Area Street Cars & Interurbans, The
Connecting Lines, American Slide-Chart Corporation, Wheaton, IL 1993,
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| Geneva Lake Trains

Plate 1: Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway summer 1915 passenger timetable. In
addition to the North Shore Line, two other llinois traction lines crossed into Wisconsin. The
Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway provided a connection with both the Chicago & North
Western and Milwaukee Road for Lake Geneva, WL The line was completed in 1899, one of
Hinois's oldest interurbans, For many years, Chicagoland would escape the city’s summer heat
and travel to the resort at Lake Geneva, The two maps clearly show the importance of connectons
with both steam roads. This interurban ran vear-round. though the schedules were adjusted

based on the season. 1t was abandoned in 1932,
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1915 SUMMER SCHEDULE 1915
Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway Company
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Plate 2: The summer 1915 schedule of the Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway shows 9
trains per day in each direction. The 11 mile interurban started at Harvard, IL where it
connected with CE&NW trains. 1t then traveled north through Big Foot to Walworth, WI,
connecting with the Milwaukee Road trains. The final leg ended at Geneva Lake station near
Fontana, Wl. Note that there were fewer Milwaukee Road trains listed than Northwestern trains.
Some of the transfers could be lengthy (such as the 2 hour 20 minute wait at Harvard for the
6:35am northbound CH&GL train.) On the other hand, the 5:35pm northbound CH&GL train
had good connections with both steam roads with minimal transfer times.
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Plate 3: Elgin & Belvidere Electric 19 Sept. 1920 passenger timetable. Passengers between
Chicago and Rockford could travel “The Electric Way™ over three different interurbans (Aurora,
Elgin & Chicago; Elgin & Belvidere Electric: and Rockford & Interurban). This was issued by
the E&B as all of their stations are shown as compared with just the connecting trains for the
other two railroads. Bion J. Arnold, the noted traction consultant of the early 20" century, built
and ran the E&B for its entire life. The E&B succumbed due to increasing auto and truck traffic
in the 1920s. 1t was abandoned in 1930, This 1920 timetable shows service every 2 hours over the
line. The E&B covered the 36 miles between its namesake cities in 1 hour and 24 minutes. This
joint timetable shows that the three electric lines had very close relations. In fact, the Elgin &
Belvidere Electric and the Rockford & Interurban ran through trains without change at
Belvidere. In addition, there was a minimal wait at Elgin to catch and AE&C train to Chicago.
Today, part of the railroad survives as the linois Railway Museum.
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Interurban—Rockford and Beloit
Effective Dvcember 8, 1929
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Flate 4: Rockford & Interurban passenger timetable of 8 Dec. 1929, The Rockford and

Interurban had three spokes radiating from Rockford. One line went southeast to Belvidere {built
1901), the second went west to Freeport (built 1904) and the thrid went to Janesville, W1 (built
1906). Although the railroad, with 75 miles of track, was one of the larger interurbans in the state,
it was never very profitable. By the 1920s, most of the passenger business was lost to private
automobiles and the freight business to motor trucks. The Rockford-Belvidere segment was
abandoned (simultaneously with the Elgin & Belvidere) on 30 March 1930, the Freeport line of 30
Sept. 1930 and the Janesville-Beloit segment in July 1929 and the remainder on 30 Sept. 1930,
The 8 Dec. 1929 timetable shows the interurban in decline. Curiously, no railroad name is even

listed. The Freeport branch is shown on one side and the Beloit branch on the other. Service was

infrequent, with 2 or 3 hours headways throughout the day. By 1929, the Belvidere line was run

B

by the connecting Elgin & Belvidere Electric and not included in the timetable.




AURORA, ELGIN AND FOX RIVER ELECTRIC COMPANY

PUBLIC TIME TABLE —EFFECTIVE APRIL 12, 1931
SURIECT TO SHAMNGE WITHSUT ROTICE

DAILY SCHEDULE—AURORA AND ELGIN LINE
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DAILY SCHEDULE ELGIN-CARPENTERSVILLE LINE

SUBJECT TO CHAMOE WITHOUT NOTICE
EFFECTIVE APRIL 12, 1931
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Plate 5: Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric. The Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric was a side of
the road trolley line that meandered along the Fox River. For much of its life, it was a su bsidiary
of the Aurora, Elgin & C hicago. During the week, the Aurora-Elgin segment had hou rly service,
On Sundays, Mooseheart and Exposition Park, enticed people out, so the southern end of the line
had half-hourly service, Passenger service on the Elgin-Aurora line was abandoned on 31 March
1935, Freight operation between the Minois Central interchange at Coleman and the State
Hospital at South Elgin continued. first with a small electric steeple cab then with a diesel
locomotive. This portion survives today as the Fox River Trolley Museum. The Elgin-
Carpentersville line schedule was on the opposite side of the Aurora-Elgin Line. While this line
also had hourly service, passenger levels was much lighter. When a tornado damaged the line in
1933, it was abandoned.
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Plate 6: Woodstock and Sycamore Traction passenger timetable of 1 May 1916. The road was
completed in 1911, and started operations between Marengo and Sycamore with gasoline powered
McKeen motor cars. Management intended to electrify the line, but that never happened due to
lack of funds. However, the road considered itself an interurban (it had Traction in its name
afterall). After only 7 years of operation, the W&S was abandoned in 1918 The timecard shows
three trains a day covering the full length of the route, plus an additional trip from Genoa to
Marengo in the morning. Though it is doubtful that the commute business was extensive, the
early trip was probably for workers bound for Chicago. One side of the timecard advertises its
connection with the two other interurbans and steam trains (C&NW, 1C and CGW).
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AURORA:-DE KALB LINE |

Effective Sunday, Decembar 5. 1900
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Plate 7: Chicago, Aurora & DeKalb passenger timetable of 5 Dec. 1909, This pike extended 30
miles west from Aurora through Kaneville and Maple Park to DeKalb. While the interurban
lasted less than 20 vears, it utilized steam, gasoline and electric (from 1910 on) power. Although
DeKalb was the home to Northern Iinois State Teachers College (now University), evidently the
college did not provide the interurban with many rides. After a mercifully short life, the DeKalb
line quit in 1923, The small pocket timetable actually shows gasoline motorcar service on the
CA&DK. The road would electrify a few months later. It took approximately 90 minutes (o make
the 30 mile trip from Aurora to DeKall. The timetable also notes the connections with the
Chicago & North-Western trains at Maple Park. Competing service on the C&NW and the
Chicago & Great Western probably hastened the road’s demise.
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Plate 8: Chicago & West Towns timetable § Sept. 1947, The railway served the innermost western
suburbs of Chicago (Oak Park, Maywood, Forest Park, Melrose Park and LaGrange) and

the Chicago city limits. A 1913 ruling forbade the C&WT from operating in Chicago. Al its peak,

connected with the Chicago Surface Lines streetcars and Chicago Rapid Transit elevated trains at
the C&WT had six trolley lines serving the western suburbs. One by one, they were abandoned

, only the LaGrange car line was left. This 1947 schedule was mimeographed on

plain white paper. There was frequent service from Kenton and Cermak (connecting with CRT's

and by late 1947

-

Douglas Park elevated line) to LaGrange and Brookfield Zoo. This line had extensive private right
of way (some of it paralleling the Burlington) and ended at the gates of the world famous zoo.

Strectcars gave way to buses in April 1948,
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CHICAGD & SOUTHERN TRACTION CO.
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Plate 9: Chicago & Southern Traction timecard of 1 Dec, 1908, The Chicago & Southern Traction
(later the Chicago & Interurban Traction) ran from 63™ & Halsted Streets on Chicago’s south
side (connecting with several streetcar lines and the Englewood Branch of the South Side
Elevated) 54 miles 10 Kankakee. The original segment, from 79" and Halsted Sts. in Chicago to
Blue Island was constructed in 1897 A% i storage battery line. The C&ST electrified in 1901 and
reached Kankakee in 1907, Many factors doomed this interurban: the population was sparse, the
growing number of private autos and the electrification of the Iinois Central commuter trains,
The C&IT was abandoned on 23 April 1927, This early timetable shows service to and from
Peotone, about two-thirds of the way from Chicago to Kankakee. Local trains took 2 hours, 28
minutes and limiteds took 2 hours o make the trip from Chicago to Kankakee, (Editors note: the
then abbreviation for Kankakee of K. K. K. certainly would not have survived in today’s
politically correct climate.)
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Plate 10: Fox & Ilinois Union public timetable dated 1 Jan. 1915, The Fox & llinois Union
Railroad operated between Yorkville, in the Fox River valley, and Morris, in the lllinois River
valley. This interurban lasted from 1911 to 1931, There were five grain elevators along the line,
so several farmers brought the line and operated freight service with a gasoline powered freight
motor until 1938, This reprint timetable from 1 Jan. 1915 shows service every 2 to 3 hours. It was
typical of many interurbans running through sparsely populated rural lllinois. There was an
additional late night trip of Saturday in each direction, and this timetable shows connections with

pnle=+ satherwhks ngreml

steam and electric lines in both Yorkville and Morris.

12

Cist=lgnesEnts 0 pdnts where we have
wn car leating Yorkville at 1153 3, m, asd leoving Mords as 296 p. m

F. M. ZIMMERMAN, G. M.

mr mpenk will e
All porishable poods




INTERURBAN TIME TABLE
@ Chicago & Joliet Electric Railway Company
SOUTH BOUNID
A M. P, M.
thengs, Leave.. .., . y ik f] ] B IR D BT T R “TLE I 0 ¥ 3. 250 I il
Lyana_, , S E 1 = 1HETTT : B ERTIFR R I BT B RE-IITE IR = |
T o— BLE TEELLE mﬁmmmmm
Asgn. . R | TAT (AT | 881 A4 87 13T | 147|247 [ AT | 447 | 5 A7 (6007 |7 47 |8 45 | 9047 | 1047 | 1231711207
Sub-Siation......... 1% SAD| ¥4 [ WAD| o4 18048 | 1109 127491 40 37483 148 | 4 4| 540 | G149] 7 49 | A 48] 908 104N TH:19] 1 :19
:Tuzhmiii'.-i.'ﬁ-.a:iu:sﬂﬁ 053 (10750 | 11 =55 | 135811 553 | 2 ;00| 350 | 4:63 | 408 [6162] 7 53| 50 B3| 18 [TH ] 1=
Vustice Park........ 585|764 H:Gb| 948 108613 551365 | T35 2iBE] 3:55 | 4551 5557856 | 758 | H:kk] 015 (1048 | 153 1
Mi. Forest. ... [G:5K|7 S8[558| <K V0168|1130 |13 | 1 15K 558 | 3158 |4 5] 5 08| 654 7:SRTN S| 6K 10 ;08| 1238 |1 30
Wiliow Springs .| 7:00] 5801 B:08] 1008 1120613 60 1580|2100 |3 200 | & 100 5 =08 i o0 | 7 v | 800 {500 | 10,106 11 1 11213001 :30
Lambert {Smg). . -7 (R 1093500 |10 00| 1108 | 1309 1:00] %8 310014 =060 | £ 90600 |7 :00b | 4 <009 6 09 | 10 208 | 11 08 12:89) 58
Hinstings_ .., oo | TR ETTE| 814 10014 1104 | T3 770 | 104 3538 Bl |4 14|84 804 7 4 | BT 9004 10 A4 [T1 708 12244 |1 i
Lemont, St 8L .| 700185009 :16( 10716] 11 16| 14116 1 16 3i1BT3 =98] 4165 16 6216 7 114 [R 116 #<18| 30138111 811248 [T 148
Bomes. ... ... 736|608 §5% 103 | 11 55 12 e | 1 5005|3136 335 4 o35 | G 136 | 6 0| 7 135 823819 298 | 107196] 11128 12401150
Lockpart [Bth &) .'.-.-::sm:ss]':‘.—m:m.slﬁnﬁm'|ﬁ; |:~_j|::ﬁlﬁm_|u:a.s|a::_=.'Ta:mu;ﬁ'11 78511185 I
Dellwond Park. ..., |78 &2 002 1062 11 042113 48| 143 ST |5 AE 013 A3 48| T 03| B oA | B8 10 0] T A8 | I3 0TS
Penbbentiory. . ..., |7 od0 | K= |8 1961096 111861 12 48] 188 401 30| 4146 |5 -4 -0 7 48 | B =48 | §:96] [0 0BT A8 1718|298
'J..'ur-tﬁ._'._T-jﬁ..-._.__.I?:Eu-.-!_i:_ﬁ:unﬁi@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁi’:’uuﬁ &:GR]G 58| & =547 :5H | B BB [¥ER 10681 11 8K 1 130|338
: NORTH BOUND
A M. P,

:]E]E',hu're --------- ItH | 1 - ] -J i gl 1 :!__: F : _:I 1 ] LE
Penitesiingy . 41111510 6709|717 | 200 13 090710 (10281 [ 9210|7711 281311 (41|51 | 11 [ 70| BeAi] 8ot | 1641
Uellweoodd Park. . {6500 |6 96] 700 | 6718] 0118 |10 116 | 19 18| 12 116/ 1 48 RO | 1G] 4 18] B AR [ G iTR] T 18] KiT6] iR |18-08
Lockpart (Wb SL3, | 431154 (637 |BUL) 035 |90 T 17 220 | v 1000 (300 | 30 4230 | o1 (6.9 | T Hraa) FEE N LET
Bomea. ... 4 | BTG o3m | T A | t:H‘Tﬁ'.ﬁﬁTﬁu_.-éﬂi_-._maTﬁﬁu:ﬁT-:wEﬂ'lT:m'_i_:um_mi
Lemoat, Stws - JAEBIE 3618591 7139 | 59| 99810 /987111 30|12 09| 1139 ?.ﬂlh‘ETﬁ?!-‘:!ilri': S0 HB9] 6011 0
Hustings. ..., ... [4=8]8 AR 6 AT |7-42 W a3 8 AF[T0042 |11 43| 13 3] AT | Tk | 9 a8 4 | im0 | T A Brda EENE
Lambert (Gagi . . & 47 |3 AT B T[T 47 (W d7 | OoA7 [T AT 31 07| 12,4710 47 | & o7 TR 14T 4718 AT O AT | T A7) BT | GrdT[13417
Willew Sparlngs. ... |4:5818 0016 :56(7 A6TH56| 00010581186 T3:501 56| 3166155614 I | K:BH] 166111 28
Mt Foresl....... . |4:88]5 G816 :5K|7 5815 55| BRI T0 5 |11 5812 5K [ 1 AN 516815 -4 B:EH] BinE) 11
Tmstiee Fark, ....'mmmﬁﬁﬁ|_1u'-.nﬁﬁr1‘ﬁ|'?gy|z;m Tald 4 =i BRI S0 [ 1001 | 11 i3
Hethanks. ... -« |5 OR8] T T B | 90 1011011 02 | 12 702] 402 V3 o0 00| 4 0 | & 103 | B 202 7 o | 100 [ 11133
Sub-Skablon. .8 (610817 00| 8 08 0 506 ] 1800 18 208 | 1557 18| %05 3 o0 | 4 44| & 106 |8 0817 o8 | 8 o8 | 18 =061 | 17 13F
AFEE. o vveriieions smum-m.mimmmm?mm
Sememb, TR TAT 6 8] 1318 578 10 18T ST LEEIFREIE R IERFLG L fiE GELLL
Lyona .o, .. T TWoG | 7981 A 6 020110 36 11 20 :
il AFTITE. ... 325163517 <05 W25 135110126111 20

Ilmh’ﬂlﬂﬂimﬂwmmlCM|uﬂmM%

Through tickets sald to all stations on the C, ﬂ.&F.IMhlmrhmmmm
&W.Elmﬂﬂﬂltﬂﬂnmm&hﬂn?ﬂﬁwh?dhmhﬁ,mﬂh

Plate 11: Chicago & Joliet Electric Railway 1 Oct. 1922 public timetable. The Chicago & Joliet
Electric Railway connected with Chicago & Joliet, 40 miles to the southwest. The C&J shared a
station with the Chicago Surface Lines at Archer and Cicero Avenues. Passengers had to transfer
to an Archer Ave. streetcar to reach downtown Chicago. At Lyons, the C&J connected with the
Chicago & West Towns Railway’s streetcars. Chicago & Joliet interurbans took 40 minutes to
make the 40 miles trip from Joliet, At Joliet, the C&J connected with the Chicago, Ottawa &
Peoria (an WMinois Traction property) whose cars served Starved Rock State Park and other points
in the llinois River valley. The Lyons branch closed on 9 Nov, 1932. The Argo-Lockport segment
was abandoned on 30 Sept. 1933 due to Archer Ave. construction work. The Argo-Cicero Ave,
service ceased on 17 Jan, 1934,
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Plate 12: Chicago & Joliet Electric 3 May 1927 public.
in Joliet and Lockport. This 1927 local folder shows service on five streetcar routes and six motor
coach lines. It is interesting to note the detail in this timetable as meeting points of passing cars on
single track lines are shown, The asterisks signify the location of the passing switches. The

last lines { Lockport-Rockdale and Wilcox-Cass St.) were converted to bus on 1 Aug. 1934,
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DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAYS

Joliet and Eastern Traction Co.
TIME TABLE

Efective Sunday, April 29, 1917,

EASTWARD . ____
La Lsavn | '
| ool | il | el | T
S:llam Siddam 5:37am | 6:00am | fi2lam | i} am
7200 | F:2 725 747 | E:06 R:20
LR | Bul2 925 D47 mE 10 :20
10:30 10:42 10:55 11:17F 11:36 11:50
12:in 12:12pm | 12:25pm 12:47pm 1:0Miprin 1 :30pim
1:30pm 1:42 1:55 2:07 2:38 250
300 J:12 3:25 | 37 407 4:20
4:010 4:12 425 447 L7 5120
EE LI 5:12 E:25 S3:47 607 G20
5:10 6:22 6:36 e | 7l 7:35
800 &:12 | B:25 B4y G-l G
930 | 842 0955 [ 1017 10:36 10:50
1100 | i1:12 11:24 | 1144 | 12:03am 12:1 5am
WESTWARD
Laave Ladva Liaw | Lidren I L Arrfwm
Chizaga Hits Maftezan | Frask Wowlonar | jigaiend Pars | Joliat
] )
TECLTTTT N Sdiam | fizli5am G:lBam | G:3%am
7 oliiam 7:ldam | 753 #:00 B2
'?:gg 914 o4 B:53 el =20 s S ———
10 b4 11:0 11:23 HEW JOLIET TEREMINAL
. 3. i p—
lf%zm II_.':-:pm Iig:ﬂ}m |E£5§pn| mnﬂ“ HL' Il'ﬂl.l 601 Clinten Street Fhone 242
EE aan” 4 323 Liaren | Lapva | Learn Lasvw Lis Hriva
" -4 3 # k)
i | B s | A2 Wt | Wossers. | wewliu | b | e | cua
5:45 607 6-25 [....... T SR 62005 1m 6:21 6:1%am
6:30 LR E 704 7:23 PiMam | FilZam 7:25aim FaA7 [ &7 B=20
LR B4 8:34 B:53 90 | g2 9:2% 047 oy | p0en
=30 CHE 1004 10:2% 1020 12 10:25 1047 1:AKF 11:20
1105 11:40 1044 12:03am 11 :080 11:12 | 11:25 1047 T e 12 :20pm
12:15am 12:3051m 12 : 5am R ——" 1din | 12:02pm | 12:25pm 1247 pm 1:07 1:20
| Lalpm | 1:12 1:25 | 1:47 2:07 2:20
200 | 2402 2:25 2947 3:07 3:20
F:00 4:12 325 3:47 d:07 420
40 J:12 425 4:47 5407 I 52D
GHE | 5:02 2225 547 G:07 | 63
Gl | 612 f:25 47 | 700 P
700 | K | ] | | B:l4 B 27
& E:12 E:25 8:47 :07 Q20
9.5 b4 9:55 10:17 10:37 1050
11 :00 11:12 11:24 | 11:44 | 1290am 12:15am
WESTWARD
Lease Laivn | |
Chgs. Htx | Matwren | Fomiart | e | gt e
{ ikum Fildam T:4 7:85am 8:05%1m B:20am
: i i i 004 Q.25 o33 G2 5
G0 9:14 034 0:55 1005 1020
10:30 |l 11:04 11:25 11:35 11:50
11:30 | 114 | 12:04pm 12:25pm 12:33pm 12:50pm
12:M0pm | 12:44pm | 1:04 1:25 1:35 1:50
1:31k 1:44 | 24 2:25 | 2:35 2:50
2:30 | 2w R 3:25 3:33 35
30 | 344 404 4:25 4:35 4:50)
4:30 4144 S0 5:25 5:35% 5150
5:30 5:d4 G a5 fi:33 250
30 fizdd | R F225 735 7:50
Hp B:14 .54 855 G:05 920
Ez30 B4 | e I S
W g4 1104 10:23 10:33 10:54
11:057 11:20 11 :44 [ 12:03am 12:13am | 12:2%4m
12:30am | 12:44am L:05%am | .. .o | R Ean

Plate 13: Joliet & Eastern Traction public of 29 April 1917, This interurban connected Joliet and
Chicago Heights. One of the weakest of all Winois interurbans, it was built in 1909 and
abandoned in 1923, This reproduction 1917 timetable shows 60-90 minute headways. Cars took a

leisurely 80 minutes to make the 20 mile trip between Joliet and Chicago Heights.
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This map shows all the street and interurban railways in the state of lllinois. Central
Electric Raillans Association (CERA) published this map in 1939, Courtesy of Julie Ann
Johnson, 17
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Plate 14: Chicago & Illinois Valley public dated 20 Jan. 1929, The C&IV, successor to the
Chicago, Ottawa & Peoria, extended 85 miles from Joliet to Princeton. Controlled by the lllinois
Traction System (later, the llinois Terminal), the C&TV was originally planned as part of an TS
super interurban which would connect Chicago to St. Louis via Peoria and Springfield.
Unfortunately, the gap between the llinois Valley divisions and the main division was never
closed. The Ottawa-Spring Valley-Ladd line was first to built (1902) and the first to be
abandoned (1924). The line was completed to Joliet in 1912, The Streator branch and DePue-
Princton portion of the main line were abandoned in 1929. The final Joliet-DePue trains ran until

13 May 1934, and most of the equipment was transferred to the parent IT lines.
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Plate 15: Chicago & Illinois Valley employee timetable No. 9 of 15 March 1933, Issued after the
Princeton to Spring Valley service was discontinued, this was one of the last timetables issued
before discontinuance of all service on 14 May 1934, There was no shortage of passing sidings on
the road. Kent Hannah collection.
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MAP OF ROCK ISLAND SOUTHERN RAILWAY SYSTEM.
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Plate 16: Rock Island Southern public of 1 Oct. 1917, The western portion of linois had few
interurbans. The 19 miles Galesburg-Monmouth segment was a typical DC interurban using
trolley pole equipped cars. The 60 mile Rock Island-Monmouth portion used high-voltage AC and
pantograph-equipped cars. Regular passenger service ended in 1926. The AC portion was
converted to steam operation when passenger service stopped, but the southern DC line continued
with electric freight. Over the years, the railroad deteriorated and several branches were
abandoned. The last train between Galesburg and Monmouth operated on 15 Feb. 1952, This
fancy multicolor public shows service every two to three hours on the Galesburg-Monmouth
portions as well as on the Aledo and Alexis branches. The branches to Cable and Sherrard (shown
on the map as thinner lines) had only freight service using steam locomotives.
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Plate 17: The Rock Island Southern employee timetable of 26 April 1936 was produced on an
office duplicating machine. Quite a change from the ornate public of two decades earlier.
Although regular passenger service ended in 1926, the employee timetables shows mixed trains
service on all branches. The line between Gilchrist and Laws, north of Monmouth was out of

service by 1936,
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Plate 18: Bloomington. Pontiac & Joliet Electric Railway public for the summer of 1910. The road
was completed in 1905, It was intended to become part of a connecting traction line between
Chicago and St. Louis. 1t did not reach either Joliet or Bloomington (both of which were served
by the llinois Traction System), but built only 18 miles between Pontiac and Dwight. The
interurban paralleled the Chicago & Alton Railroad veering away only to reach the centers of
towns it served. The last car ran on 24 Nov, 1924,
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operated 90 miles of electric lines, The cars originated at the foot of Eads Bridge in $1. Louis, MO,
crossed the Mississippi River over that bridge to East, Si, Louis, Lebanon, Edwardsville & Alton,
None of these lines were more than 30 miles long, and most of them were suburban in nature. The

line had local cars every 15 mimutes and several limited trains throughout the day. The timetable
also notes “During rush hours and at times when oceasion dem ands, additional service as provided
to take care of patrons.” The llinvis Terminal leased the Alton and Edwardsville lines in 1930,
The Alton line lasted the longest. but the others were abandoned by 1932,
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Plate 21: Alton, Granite & St. Louis Traction Co. Alton Division employee timetable No. 32 of 24
May 1925, This line, a subsidiary of the East St. Louis & Suburban. ran across the Eads Bridge
over the Mississippi River from St. Louis, MO to Alton.
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS —Continmed
|

| m. BFECIAL POSITIVE BTOPS:

Union Street, Edwardsvills,

E, It and £ Sereet. Grandte City,

Wit Fosdway Crosing of McKinler Bridge in both direc
tions.

Meidringbaus and Madison Ave,, Granite City,

Southboand Edwardswille Trains will stop before [emling
main lime ot blitchd] and will ot procesd urntil after they
have ascertiined that o first-class Emins due are apqrosch-
ing or antil they roceive o signal from the Cpemtor,

All trains eperatmp via Granite City Loog will stop befars
fauling main line at 10th and Madison Ave., and 15t oo

| Mudison Avenme, nnd will pot geocesd umntil thiy have

| secertained whether any trais are appeoachang,

n HOEMAL FOSITION OF MAIN TREACK SWITCOHES:

Cambeidge, for vin Salpbur,
Alitchell, for Altan-Se, ats Line.
MNorth end of B. and 0. visdect, for trains viz Tih Stros.
Venice Junction, for Brooklyn Divisicn,
2ndl snd Madsson Avesiug, for 2nd Birect.
Hih amd Madisos Avenoe, s used,

I Zded asd Madison Avenwe, Tor Alton-58. Loais Line,

I8k nmd Madisos fvemee, as s,

Lelaned Hotel, Edwardsvilie, for 5t. Louls Avenss,

At end of all double wmack, for the approach 1o the doubde
Lk,

. CONNECTIOMNS:

1. Condectors on all southbousd lneal trains when delavid mast
notify operator st Hartford whether of not they bave any
paszengers for Edwardsville eosmection ot Mlitchedl Hartford
[ tor will thes setify dispatcher.

2, Conductors om all traing sdvertsed as makieg consictions

I with . P and 5. L, B, B and Alten and Esstern B, E. at
Alson will notify operator at Hartbord whether or eal ther

notify our agesi and operstar st Altes nrrangrments
can b made 1o Hold C. P, & 5, L. and Alton & Basbern frains
for connection if ALY,
p. OFERATION OF TERMINAL CROSEINGS IN VENICE:
L. The two flagnees an duty at the Tesmizal crossing in Vesmios
| mill use o GREEM Flag for the Electric lines to use the
crosamy and o WHITE Plag for the Steam Reads to use e
crossing.
| % Ths most northerly track is not controdled e Aapmen and
must be Bagged by the conducter in leth directions,
1. TRAIN ORDER HOOPS:
Train order hoogs whien delivered to train, must be theown
at the mext open trais orler office anbsss otherwise
directod,
. r, SCHEDULE TIME AT GRANITE:
The schidube time shows for tmins at Granite applies to
the sub-station, ol of doubde track,
5. MANUALLY OFERATED THRAIN ORDER BOARDS:
A beseatd ats
Dispatchers (ifice,
Larpnate
Blitchell
Hartford
When at nm angle of 45 degrees o mare below horizontal or
a green light ao night, indicates "Peoewosd,” When i
horzontal mebbion and in pokditios a red light st might,
nilicates "l!'y;np" &nd et nol be pessed withoal o cear-
arce card.
. BPRING SWITCHES:
Al gpring switches on Interurban territory are indicsted by
a white siripe painted om the switch stand and will be
opsrabed the sxme as rigid switches, ezcept such spring
switches keatid ai the following points:
End of all doubde track,
"B & O viaduct—north end of Ganunibet,
Hth &nd Madeson Avesie, sorthbound.
Junction switeh at Cnmibridge.

.

have pasengers for this cmpection.  The apmm:-r will then |
s that

SFECIAL INSTEUCTIONS —Continued

u, BPEED RESTRICTIONS:
L. The apesd of trains is restricted as follows:

Al sprimg switekes (Trailimp). . ............ 10 mibes: per Bour
Abcn City Limits (Ciay Hall i
Washingion). .. ..o 12 mailes per hour

B & DT wisdoct. .,
Clover Leal Viaduot (Cambridge). .. . .

Eside Eridgs amd A B Yuo 00 mles per hioaer
Edwardsville City AS. i, 12¥ irdléw per hour
Federal Carve. ____ . T I milles per hour

B muiles per liosar
HF malen per hiowr

Fehling Carve, naasEssas « oo 1 milex per hour
Ceramite Oty Limits. .., ... . L., 12 milss per Beor
Nameokl City Limits. . ................... 10 Enilies pur bour

Ilimois Avenoe (Alosd, , ... ... .. ... ..
Lewis Statien Band Crossing. ..., ..., ... # milos por hioar
Muadsson and 20th Sreeet (Gramite). . .. & miles per hoar
Madison Ave,, Twtween 2nd Strest snd
I4th Street. ... ... ... L mides per o
Mitchell Visdoct Curves. . ..., ... fi miliw per hour
H“ﬂllﬂki Curve. ... . il miles per hoiggE
Wood River Interlocker, morthbousd
irains from a point BK feet south of
derail to milrond crossing. ..., T 15 eniles. pr bour
Weagd River Interlocker, suzthbound
tralns Tronn a point 800 feet norih of
terail to raikrosd efceming. ... .. ...,
Sariogs Cuarve

15 miles per hows
....... i méles per howr

Salpbur Cut=off (20th Street Carved._ .. .., 0 mikes e firisr
Between Sulphar and Cambridge, ., .. .. 20 mibes p=r hour
Hartford Road Crossies. ., ..., ., A mibes per houg

Troy amil Eestern Viadoct (Exgle Park),
Stmndard Koad Croesing
Yenger Pask Road Crossing (Alen) . |,
Urien Strest Curve, Edwardsville, ...
West Approoch of Broadway vindust
wesllermpd oL e oo MY indhim per howr

L All teaims operating over Eads Dridge apprasch in either
direction must run umder perfect contod mo that in case Lenm
of track pulls aver on track you will be able 1o stop before

.. 10 mailes per hour

.10 rsiles per hour
1 males per howr

1 collidieg with sume,
Special mention ix made of speed over Highway Crossings ab |

ths: bullowing poinis which are considered extremely hazardous:

dth Street nnd Edwardsville Boad (Between Cambeidge and
Gramite, vin Salphus.)

Highway Crossing north end of Medson Avenue, Granite

Pozote Boad in Mameoki

Lake Pulitededl
Bhutt Basd Hartionl
Lawiy Crossimg Htrnalard
Woodlawn Curve Wioodd River

Uiz Street. Curve Yeaper Park

of otbureise should he clmerved and eareful opernsion
eremcised 1o peevent accidents, In a hing ke
crassings il must not he taken for promted ko sooapants
of automobdle snd other vehicles arg gware of the agi-
proching car or troin amd grmt mre mest be exervised 1o
avoid oollislons.  Soemling the gong sl blkowing the whist|o
It Imperative but this oot slose does not provest accidents-
the brakes mast be relied apon asd feduetion of speaid mmet
| be made al these crossings when automobiles or other
| vehicles nre In the vicinity. The mie of speed shoald be
such thal yomr ar or trein cam be boought te a stop m
vriir to avold sn sccident should the driver attempt Lo
crogs umiapectiedly.  Motormen must operuie ever Lhess
cromsings at such spesnd that o oolliseen will ke imipossitde
where any respemembility may be placed apsinst the train

CTEWE,
Reducing speed cver these crossings will consume mare tisma
in IM:E schedules bat it in imperative thar we aperate

0 miles pee hour |

A0 miles per o |

I addition to the nhove crossings all other highemy crossengs |
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Plate 22: Alton, Granite & St. Louis Traction Co, rmployee timetable No. 32 shows 2 trains per
hour during most of the day. The Illinois Terminal purchased the AG&SIL in 1933, The line was

abandoned in 1953,
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Plate 24: East St. Louis. Columbia & Waterloo Railway public of 10 June 1929 illustrates the 22
mile line from the Eads Bridge Trolley station in St. Louis to Waterloo. Construction was
completed in December 1912, The line was able to develop extensive bridge freight traffic between
steam roads in the area. Passenger service ended on 1 June 1932 and complete abandonment
occurred in 1936, Trains ran every 90 minutes from 6 AM to Midnight in 1929,
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Plate 25: Southern Iinois Railway and Power Co, employee timetable No. 20 of 1 June 1926, The
road was a 15 mile interurban that was owned by Central Ilinois Public Service Co. It operated
from Carrier Mills through Harrisburg to Eldorado in the coal mining area of Winois. One of the
later interurbans to be built, the SIR& P was completed in April 1913, The line used 1200 volt DC
throughout its life. The coal hauling business helped the SIR&P last until 30 Nov, 1932,
Passenger service was dropped earlier, on 25 Nov. 1931,
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Plate 26: Central Winois Traction Co. employee timetahble of |
between Charleston

offered 16 round trips in 1923 of 29 minute duration,

1925, and 18 May |

day. (Editors note: Probably the most misnamed Yine in inois,
Charleston was home to what became Fastern WMinois University

—_

Aug. 1923. The 12 mile line

and Mattoon was opened on 15 June 1904, Paralleling the CCC&SLL, i

Freight service on the road was halted in

928 saw the last interurban operations as the road converted to buses the nexi
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as it served castern Ilinois.
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CONNECTING INTERURBAN

SOUTH—TAKE 50. SIDE ELEVATED, JACKSON PARK BRANCH, AND CHANGE AT
1. Jlsckson Park Station for cars to South Chicago, Pullman and Gary. .
2, Dharchester Avenwe Staticon for cars to Windsar Park, South ChjeuTa and Deening.
3. Cottage Grove Awenue Station far cara to South Chicago, Hoseland and West Pullsnan,
4. Soutly Park Avenus Ststion for cars to South Chics Hammnd, Whiting and East Chicago,
TAKE S0OUTH SIDE ELEVATED, ENCGLEWOOD BRANCH, AND CHANGE AT
5. Halsted Streer Station, for cars to Kankskes,
WES T _TAKE METROPOLITAN ELEVATED, ALL BRANCHES, AND CHANGE AT
4] WELLS 5T+ Terminal to the Aurora, Elgin and Chicago Electrie.
7. Marshfield Avenue Station to the Auwrois, Elgin and Chicage Flectric.

Plate 27: Chicago Elevated Railvoad system may cirea 1918, The Chicago Elevated Railway
Collateral Trust was a holding company Tormed by Samuel Insull, who controlled the local utility,

Commonwealth Edison, on 1 June 1911,

This holding company merged with the Oak Park line

to form the Chicago Rapid Transit Co. on 9 Jan. 1924. The new company had 230 route miles
with 210 stations. On 1 Oct. 1947 the Chicago Transit Authority took over the CRT, Kent

Hannah collection.
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RAILWAY LINES

8, Larmmie Asenue Staticn to the Aurora, E |.11_ and Thicage Electric.
9. Desplaines Avenose Station to the Anrens, lgin and Chicago Elsctrie. on thE
TAKE METROPOLITAN ELEVATED, DOUGLAS PARK BRANCH, AND CHAMNGE AT
10, Hziy-second Avenue Station for cars to Rivesside, Broakfield and L Crange.
TAKE CHICAGO AND OAK PARK ELEVATED, AND CHAHEE AT Elevated
1. Wisconsin Avenus Station for cars to River Forest and mmd_
NﬂRTH TAKE NORTHWESTERN ELEVATED, EVANSTON I}I\"IﬂIDH T
12. Central Street Station, Evanston, connecting with the Chicagn North Shore and Milwaukes
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Plate 28: The CER 1918 map has branches which many of us do not remember. The Westchester
branch ended service on 9 Dec. 1951, the Normal Park branch on 29 Jan. 1954, the Stock Yards
branch on 6 Oct. 1957, the Kenwood branch on 7 Nov. 1957, The Douglas Park line was cut back
to Laramie Ave. in 1949, Also, it shows three downtown terminals which were closed in the
1950°s: Congress St.; Market St.; and N, Water St. With the completion of the State St. and

Dearborn St. subways, traffic was reduced to a level on the “loop™ that permitted closing these
terminals.,
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Plate 29;: Kankakee & Urbana Traction Co public of 1 Jan. 1925. The “University Route™ served
the University of Illinois Champaign/Urbana and traveled 26 miles north to Rantoul, Chanute
Field, and Paxton. I wonder if Ford's, Bireley’s and Perkin’s stops were named after local
farmers? Like many interurbans in sparsely populated areas, the K&UT ran cars on 2 to 3 hour
headways. This reproduction of the 1 Jan, 1925 also mentions that freight trains operated daily.
However, the freight service did not amount to much, and the road was abandoned on 26 March
1926,
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