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Editorial Ramblings

By coincidence, Phil Fukuda submitted a traction article of llinois, which will make two
ssues in a row devoted to llinois. If any of you take offense to two linois articles, feel free to
submit articles on the state of your choice.

For our members who are traction fans, vou might wish to purchase a copy of Tom
Bullard’s Mlinois Rail Transit, A Basic History. The 151 page soft cover book by Tom is a
comprehensive history of transit in Ilinois. Send a check for $10.00 made out to the Chicago
Chapter, Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, 1104 South Oak Park Ave., Oak Park, IL
60304, Some of you may remember Tom Bullard, he purchased the Owen Davies bookstore from
Mrs. Davies and moved it to Oak Park. He died at an early age of 49 in December 1993, He
taught history of the University of lHlinois at Chicago and School of the Art Institute.

STOP PRESN: The 2006 NAOTC Convention will be on Sept. 21, 22, and 23, 2006 at Dunmore,
PA at the Holiday Inn-Scranton East (570-343-4771) which is located off exit No. 1 1-360 South/1-
84 East on Pigue S5t The next NAOTC publication will have a registration form and additional
details. Note that convention is in September,



Electric Railways of the Prairie State
By Phillip Fukuda

The inspiration for this article comes from a book titled Smaller Electric Railways of
flfinois. The Central Electric Railfans’ Association (CERA) covered this topic in their 1955
bulletin. CERA decided that the “big lines™ (North Shore Line; South Shore Line: Chicago,
Aurora & Elgin; and Illinois Terminal) would merit their own books. The rest of the Prairie
State’s traction lines would be lumped into this lone book.

Unlike Indiana and Ohio, linois did not have a large city located in the middle of the state.
Indianapolis, IN had the marvelous Traction Terminal with many electric lines radiating to
different parts of Indiana. Similarly, many Ohio traction lines converged on Columbus. By
contrast, there were a number of interurbans in the northeastern corner of the state (greater
Chicagoland) and the big Winois Traction/Terminal system downstate. [llinois had many small
isolated lines and in fact, there was no connection between € Jhicago and the Minois Traction
System (though the TS had plans to build a con necting line for many years,

Investors and speculators fueled the great interurban-building boom in the first decade of
the twentieth century. With some start up capital, many interubans got running with only a few
miles of track., and although most had plans to connect larger towns, various financial panics and
problems generally put an end to any further building. In retrospect, these lines should have
never been buili. Ouiside of the four big interurbans (CA&E, CNS&M, CSS&SD and IT), the
smaller electric lines disappeared before World War 11,

Your author grew up in IMinois and retains a fascination with the electric railways of that
state. 1 will cover many of these smaller roads, starting with the northern part of Illinois (a couple
of these railroads crossed into Wiscon sin) and proceed southward (a couple of smaller interurbans
spanned the Mississippi River and reached St. Louis, MO,)

SOURCES

Central Electric Railfans Association, Map No. 1, Chicago 1939,

Central Electric Railfans Association, The Smaller Electric Railways of inoeis,
Chicago, 1955,

Hilton, George W. and John F. Due. The Electric Interurban Railways in America,
Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA, 1960,

Peffers, Hopkins Stolp, Aurora-Elgin Area Street Cars & Interurbans, The
Connecting Lines, American Slide-Chart Corporation, Wheaton, IL 1993,
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| Geneva Lake Trains

Plate 1: Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway summer 1915 passenger timetable. In
addition to the North Shore Line, two other llinois traction lines crossed into Wisconsin. The
Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway provided a connection with both the Chicago & North
Western and Milwaukee Road for Lake Geneva, WL The line was completed in 1899, one of
Hinois's oldest interurbans, For many years, Chicagoland would escape the city’s summer heat
and travel to the resort at Lake Geneva, The two maps clearly show the importance of connectons
with both steam roads. This interurban ran vear-round. though the schedules were adjusted

based on the season. 1t was abandoned in 1932,
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1915 SUMMER SCHEDULE 1915
Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway Company
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Plate 2: The summer 1915 schedule of the Chicago, Harvard & Geneva Lake Railway shows 9
trains per day in each direction. The 11 mile interurban started at Harvard, IL where it
connected with CE&NW trains. 1t then traveled north through Big Foot to Walworth, WI,
connecting with the Milwaukee Road trains. The final leg ended at Geneva Lake station near
Fontana, Wl. Note that there were fewer Milwaukee Road trains listed than Northwestern trains.
Some of the transfers could be lengthy (such as the 2 hour 20 minute wait at Harvard for the
6:35am northbound CH&GL train.) On the other hand, the 5:35pm northbound CH&GL train
had good connections with both steam roads with minimal transfer times.
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Plate 3: Elgin & Belvidere Electric 19 Sept. 1920 passenger timetable. Passengers between
Chicago and Rockford could travel “The Electric Way™ over three different interurbans (Aurora,
Elgin & Chicago; Elgin & Belvidere Electric: and Rockford & Interurban). This was issued by
the E&B as all of their stations are shown as compared with just the connecting trains for the
other two railroads. Bion J. Arnold, the noted traction consultant of the early 20" century, built
and ran the E&B for its entire life. The E&B succumbed due to increasing auto and truck traffic
in the 1920s. 1t was abandoned in 1930, This 1920 timetable shows service every 2 hours over the
line. The E&B covered the 36 miles between its namesake cities in 1 hour and 24 minutes. This
joint timetable shows that the three electric lines had very close relations. In fact, the Elgin &
Belvidere Electric and the Rockford & Interurban ran through trains without change at
Belvidere. In addition, there was a minimal wait at Elgin to catch and AE&C train to Chicago.
Today, part of the railroad survives as the linois Railway Museum.
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Interurban—Rockford and Beloit
Effective Dvcember 8, 1929
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Flate 4: Rockford & Interurban passenger timetable of 8 Dec. 1929, The Rockford and

Interurban had three spokes radiating from Rockford. One line went southeast to Belvidere {built
1901), the second went west to Freeport (built 1904) and the thrid went to Janesville, W1 (built
1906). Although the railroad, with 75 miles of track, was one of the larger interurbans in the state,
it was never very profitable. By the 1920s, most of the passenger business was lost to private
automobiles and the freight business to motor trucks. The Rockford-Belvidere segment was
abandoned (simultaneously with the Elgin & Belvidere) on 30 March 1930, the Freeport line of 30
Sept. 1930 and the Janesville-Beloit segment in July 1929 and the remainder on 30 Sept. 1930,
The 8 Dec. 1929 timetable shows the interurban in decline. Curiously, no railroad name is even

listed. The Freeport branch is shown on one side and the Beloit branch on the other. Service was

infrequent, with 2 or 3 hours headways throughout the day. By 1929, the Belvidere line was run

B

by the connecting Elgin & Belvidere Electric and not included in the timetable.




AURORA, ELGIN AND FOX RIVER ELECTRIC COMPANY

PUBLIC TIME TABLE —EFFECTIVE APRIL 12, 1931
SURIECT TO SHAMNGE WITHSUT ROTICE

DAILY SCHEDULE—AURORA AND ELGIN LINE

EE |
457

aith | §
Hi.
2P
-:

=i ]
e
-:

e

(N
i
i
S |
BRIl
4
i |1
£ |
Pld
5
HE .-.-.--1 H'

-_-'-I-ﬁ-H-I_-IF -

i-_-n-u-a.i-_—-F
!F-;;uﬂqqqr i

Edm .
_-|;l|i--.-_-,.|..|.=

[y r———"
-

i .y |
1
I e

0 g g £

crree R

[ g

Bl
i

HE
e
e

Feg

r-f- T ]
SRR T
=35

i
BIEF

;
B[E_

Sl

h“';"
=5

MuELEEm

A
E}!;1 m

I!EIHE

:.]

P 1102

uE

=
=0 it il i
PLTHEIEEE
i =
=]

B
5

B - - - )

- g i
]
=

B e e
| RS
o e
e
.
=
- e e

e e e
El LT T T

i
[ —
REREE=

B v e

o

|
|
f
_E
g
!
j
E

E 5, ACHERMAN, Div. Suer., ELas, i

DAILY SCHEDULE ELGIN-CARPENTERSVILLE LINE

SUBJECT TO CHAMOE WITHOUT NOTICE
EFFECTIVE APRIL 12, 1931
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Plate 5: Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric. The Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric was a side of
the road trolley line that meandered along the Fox River. For much of its life, it was a su bsidiary
of the Aurora, Elgin & C hicago. During the week, the Aurora-Elgin segment had hou rly service,
On Sundays, Mooseheart and Exposition Park, enticed people out, so the southern end of the line
had half-hourly service, Passenger service on the Elgin-Aurora line was abandoned on 31 March
1935, Freight operation between the Minois Central interchange at Coleman and the State
Hospital at South Elgin continued. first with a small electric steeple cab then with a diesel
locomotive. This portion survives today as the Fox River Trolley Museum. The Elgin-
Carpentersville line schedule was on the opposite side of the Aurora-Elgin Line. While this line
also had hourly service, passenger levels was much lighter. When a tornado damaged the line in
1933, it was abandoned.
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Plate 6: Woodstock and Sycamore Traction passenger timetable of 1 May 1916. The road was
completed in 1911, and started operations between Marengo and Sycamore with gasoline powered
McKeen motor cars. Management intended to electrify the line, but that never happened due to
lack of funds. However, the road considered itself an interurban (it had Traction in its name
afterall). After only 7 years of operation, the W&S was abandoned in 1918 The timecard shows
three trains a day covering the full length of the route, plus an additional trip from Genoa to
Marengo in the morning. Though it is doubtful that the commute business was extensive, the
early trip was probably for workers bound for Chicago. One side of the timecard advertises its
connection with the two other interurbans and steam trains (C&NW, 1C and CGW).
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AURORA:-DE KALB LINE |

Effective Sunday, Decembar 5. 1900
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Plate 7: Chicago, Aurora & DeKalb passenger timetable of 5 Dec. 1909, This pike extended 30
miles west from Aurora through Kaneville and Maple Park to DeKalb. While the interurban
lasted less than 20 vears, it utilized steam, gasoline and electric (from 1910 on) power. Although
DeKalb was the home to Northern Iinois State Teachers College (now University), evidently the
college did not provide the interurban with many rides. After a mercifully short life, the DeKalb
line quit in 1923, The small pocket timetable actually shows gasoline motorcar service on the
CA&DK. The road would electrify a few months later. It took approximately 90 minutes (o make
the 30 mile trip from Aurora to DeKall. The timetable also notes the connections with the
Chicago & North-Western trains at Maple Park. Competing service on the C&NW and the
Chicago & Great Western probably hastened the road’s demise.
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Plate 8: Chicago & West Towns timetable § Sept. 1947, The railway served the innermost western
suburbs of Chicago (Oak Park, Maywood, Forest Park, Melrose Park and LaGrange) and

the Chicago city limits. A 1913 ruling forbade the C&WT from operating in Chicago. Al its peak,

connected with the Chicago Surface Lines streetcars and Chicago Rapid Transit elevated trains at
the C&WT had six trolley lines serving the western suburbs. One by one, they were abandoned

, only the LaGrange car line was left. This 1947 schedule was mimeographed on

plain white paper. There was frequent service from Kenton and Cermak (connecting with CRT's

and by late 1947

-

Douglas Park elevated line) to LaGrange and Brookfield Zoo. This line had extensive private right
of way (some of it paralleling the Burlington) and ended at the gates of the world famous zoo.

Strectcars gave way to buses in April 1948,
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Plate 9: Chicago & Southern Traction timecard of 1 Dec, 1908, The Chicago & Southern Traction
(later the Chicago & Interurban Traction) ran from 63™ & Halsted Streets on Chicago’s south
side (connecting with several streetcar lines and the Englewood Branch of the South Side
Elevated) 54 miles 10 Kankakee. The original segment, from 79" and Halsted Sts. in Chicago to
Blue Island was constructed in 1897 A% i storage battery line. The C&ST electrified in 1901 and
reached Kankakee in 1907, Many factors doomed this interurban: the population was sparse, the
growing number of private autos and the electrification of the Iinois Central commuter trains,
The C&IT was abandoned on 23 April 1927, This early timetable shows service to and from
Peotone, about two-thirds of the way from Chicago to Kankakee. Local trains took 2 hours, 28
minutes and limiteds took 2 hours o make the trip from Chicago to Kankakee, (Editors note: the
then abbreviation for Kankakee of K. K. K. certainly would not have survived in today’s
politically correct climate.)
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Plate 10: Fox & Ilinois Union public timetable dated 1 Jan. 1915, The Fox & llinois Union
Railroad operated between Yorkville, in the Fox River valley, and Morris, in the lllinois River
valley. This interurban lasted from 1911 to 1931, There were five grain elevators along the line,
so several farmers brought the line and operated freight service with a gasoline powered freight
motor until 1938, This reprint timetable from 1 Jan. 1915 shows service every 2 to 3 hours. It was
typical of many interurbans running through sparsely populated rural lllinois. There was an
additional late night trip of Saturday in each direction, and this timetable shows connections with

pnle=+ satherwhks ngreml

steam and electric lines in both Yorkville and Morris.
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Plate 11: Chicago & Joliet Electric Railway 1 Oct. 1922 public timetable. The Chicago & Joliet
Electric Railway connected with Chicago & Joliet, 40 miles to the southwest. The C&J shared a
station with the Chicago Surface Lines at Archer and Cicero Avenues. Passengers had to transfer
to an Archer Ave. streetcar to reach downtown Chicago. At Lyons, the C&J connected with the
Chicago & West Towns Railway’s streetcars. Chicago & Joliet interurbans took 40 minutes to
make the 40 miles trip from Joliet, At Joliet, the C&J connected with the Chicago, Ottawa &
Peoria (an WMinois Traction property) whose cars served Starved Rock State Park and other points
in the llinois River valley. The Lyons branch closed on 9 Nov, 1932. The Argo-Lockport segment
was abandoned on 30 Sept. 1933 due to Archer Ave. construction work. The Argo-Cicero Ave,
service ceased on 17 Jan, 1934,
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Plate 12: Chicago & Joliet Electric 3 May 1927 public.
in Joliet and Lockport. This 1927 local folder shows service on five streetcar routes and six motor
coach lines. It is interesting to note the detail in this timetable as meeting points of passing cars on
single track lines are shown, The asterisks signify the location of the passing switches. The

last lines { Lockport-Rockdale and Wilcox-Cass St.) were converted to bus on 1 Aug. 1934,
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